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John Lutes Drops Signatures for Supervisor; District 1 Campaign Begins in Earnest

PRESCOTT—John Lutes, running for Supervisor in Yavapai County District 1, delivered 289 
signatures to the County Recorder's office on March 18, officially launching his campaign. Under 
the statewide shelter-in-place order related to the Covid-19 pandemic, he faces challenges in 
devising new ways to reach voters and communicate his concerns about some County projects, 
including the new justice center proposal.

Lutes speaks enthusiastically about the race: "I've pulled together a great team and some generous 
support, and we've been getting very positive responses from voters across the spectrum since we 
started talking with them in January. People want more balance, fresh ideas and transparency from
the Supervisors, and I'm excited to have the opportunity to take that message to the County 
Building."

The first phase of the campaign will be about listening to what voters want. Says Lutes, "I've been 
doing business on Whiskey Row for nearly forty years, and I certainly have ideas about what I'd 
like to see the County doing. But to properly represent the people of this district, I need to know a 
lot more about their experiences and what matters to them. So we're working to put together a 
series of neighborhood forums to hear those voices and explore those experiences."

Under the conditions imposed by the pandemic, the time-tested practice of canvassing door-to-
door and talking with voters one-on-one is off the table for the time being. Lutes: "This means we 
have to reach people in different ways, mostly online and by phone. I hope more people tune in to 
the County meetings by teleconference. It is more important than ever that we become more 
involved and more knowledgeable about local government. We need to encourage conversations 
about the Board of Supervisors, which is not well understood by many voters."



Lutes and his partners have suspended operations in their gallery, Van Gogh's Ear. "We're in a 
serious time, and our County is facing the kind of challenge we haven't seen in a hundred years. 
As citizens it's our responsibility to work together more thoughtfully and look out for one another 
as we work through this crisis."

One issue that concerns Lutes is the proposed justice center in Prescott and how it has moved 
forward without considering the impact of the pandemic on the economy. "To prevent what may 
be a major error, I think the Board should pull back on this project until we see how the economic 
landscape looks once the pandemic subsides. Many people believed that when they voted down 
the sales tax to pay for it, they were saying 'no' to the new jail. Instead the Supervisors went ahead 
with it, as they said they would, and have implemented an 18% property-tax hike to pay for it. I 
need to know more about why we need to spend 65 million dollars for this, when the pandemic 
will be changing our economy and leading us to rethink how we incarcerate people."

John Lutes is a principal partner in the Van Gogh's Ear Gallery and current Chair of the Yavapai 
County Democratic Party.


